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The climate change 

team in ReCFIT

coordinates a 

whole-of-

government 

approach to 

climate change 

Statutory Framework

The Climate Change (State Action) Act 2008

The Climate Change (Greenhouse Gas Emissions) 
Regulations 2012 

Objectives

• Emissions reduction target and reporting

• Mitigation actions to reduce emissions

• Adaptation manage risks and impacts

• Facilitation and support international, national and 
local action

• Partnership approach

Policy Framework 

Climate Action 21: Tasmania’s Climate Change Action 
Plan 2017-21 (Climate Action 21)

Developing Tasmania’s next Climate Change Action Plan



We perform a policy and project delivery role 
Role Key activities

Provide national policy 

input

• Participating in national working groups 

• Coordinating whole-of-government input and responses to ensure Tasmania’s interests 
are represented during the development of national policy

Facilitate government, 

business, industry and 

community action

• Partnering with governments, businesses, industry and the community to support 
priority projects 
(eg statewide electric vehicle charging network; Power$mart Businesses; Climate 
Resilient Councils)

Coordinate Tasmania’s 

climate change strategy

• Implementing and reporting annually on the climate change action plan, working 
across priority areas to deliver targeted actions that reduce emissions and manage the 
risks of a changing climate

• Developing Tasmania’s next five-year climate change action plan

Provide input across 

government on strategic 

priorities

• Providing policy advice, and working with other agencies, on a range of climate change 
issues and projects

• Ensuring climate change is taken into account in the Government’s major strategic 
priorities

Monitor Tasmania’s 

greenhouse gas emissions

and the impact of climate 

change

• Preparing the annual Tasmanian Greenhouse Gas Accounts Report

• Coordinating monitoring and reporting of Tasmanian Government Agencies’ emissions

• Providing advice to government on progress towards achieving the State emissions 
reduction target



We work closely with a 

diverse range of 

engaged stakeholders 

to deliver action on 

climate change

Government:  
Austral ian, 
State ( inc 

GBEs),  Local

Business and 
Industry

Community

Scientif ic  
Community:  

IMAS, CSIRO, 
UTAS, TIA, 

CLEX

NGOs: 
Cl imate 

Tasmania,  
Sustainable 

Living 
Tasmania

Peak 
organisations:  

LGAT, 
TasCOSS, 

TFGA, 
DairyTas

Climate 

Change



National and 

international 

climate policy

International climate 

policy

UNFCCC

The Australian Government is a 
member of the Conference of 
Parties (COP) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

Paris Agreement

The Australian Government is a 
signatory to the Paris Agreement, 
which sets the ambition to limit 
global warming to well below 
2 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels

COP26

The COP26 summit was held in 
Glasgow in November 2021 to 
accelerate action towards the 
goals of the Paris Agreement

COP27, the 27th United Nations 
Climate Change conference, will 
be held in Egypt in November 
2022

National policy

New Australian Government with 
more ambitious emissions 
reduction targets of 43 per cent of 
2005 levels by 2030 and net zero 
emissions by 2050



Jurisdictions across Australia, and globally, are setting 

increasingly ambitious emissions reduction targets 



Responding to climate change involves mitigation and 

adaptation



Tasmania’s emissions profile differs from the rest of the 

nation - fugitive emissions, electricity generation and 

Land Use Land Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF)



Carbon sink in our forests

100 per cent renewable 
energy

Where do our 

emissions come 

from?

Land Use, Land Use Change 
and Forestry (LULUCF) 
-11.64 Mt CO2-e

Waste
0.37 Mt CO2-e

Industrial 
Processes & 
Produce Use 
(IPPU)
1.50 Mt CO2-e

Agriculture
2.69 Mt CO2-e

Energy
3.35 Mt CO2-e

Electricity Generation
0.14 Mt CO2-e

Transport
1.66 Mt CO2-e

Direct Combustion
1.55 Mt CO2-e

In 2020, Tasmania’s emissions were 
minus 3.73 megatonnes of carbon 
dioxide equivalent (Mt CO2-e).

This is a drop of 120.9 per cent from 
1990 levels.



Methods and 

assumption to 

calculate emissions 

from LULUCF are 

constantly being 

reviewed

2020 data

• Emissions from LULUCF were a net sink of 
minus 11.64 Mt CO2-e and have reduced by 
221.4 per cent since 1990

Sub-sectors

• Sector includes emissions and sequestration
of greenhouse gases:

• clearance of forested land and conversion 
to other land uses 

• new forests planted on previously 
unforested land

• forest management, cropland 
management and grazing land 
management

• fuelwood consumption, controlled 
burning and wildfires on forest land 

• post-fire recovery

• harvested wood products



Quantum of abatement and implementation readiness for 

identified emissions reduction opportunities from the Tasmanian 

Emissions Pathway Review



Tasmania’s 

Emissions Pathway 

Review identified a 

range of 

opportunities to 

reduce emissions in 

LULUCF

• Reduce the conversion of forest land 
to other land uses

• Reduce the conversion of plantations 
to other land uses

• Increase plantations including 
agroforestry

• Increase proportion of forestry logs to 
long-term wood products and 
increase domestic processing

• Introduce measures to reduce the risk 
of major bushfires

• Use of long-term wood products in 
construction to  displace emissions-
intensive building materials



In the last five years, 

Tasmania has 

experienced a series 

of extreme events

Climate change impacts

• Two significant bushfire events (2016 and 2018-
19)

• A record marine heatwave off the East Coast

• Prolonged dry periods impacting energy 
security 
(2015-16) 

• The worst statewide flooding seen in 40 years

These events have had an environmental, 
economic and social impact on businesses, 
communities and households. 

Images: Chris Crerar



Tasmania is 

projected to 

experience a 

range of climate 

change impacts 



IPCC report 

findings –

Tasmanian impacts

Increased wind 

The report highlights 
Tasmania’s relative 
advantages for options in 
the energy sector 
through new wind energy 
installations.

Agricultural benefits

• Improved conditions 
for wine production 
and wheat crops.

• Increases in annual 
pasture production by 
13-16 per cent, 
resulting in projected 
increase of milk yields 
by 3-16 per cent per 
annum.

• Increased plantation 
forest growth 
(>15 per cent). 

Climate Change 2022: Impacts, 
Adaptation and Vulnerability



The health of 

Tasmania’s forests 

will be impacted 

under a future 

climate

Climate change-related risks

• Increase in bushfire risk with doubling of 
intensity, frequency and duration of fire 
weather by 2100

• Reduced growth and potential dieback 
during heatwaves may lead some forests 
to become a source of emissions 

• Biosecurity risks from invasive pests and 
weeds and novel diseases

• Increased erosion and loss of soil cover 
from higher temperatures, floods and 
bushfire

• Changes to habitats, ecosystems and loss 
of biodiversity

Image: Chris Crerar



Options for 

Tasmania’s forestry 

industry to adapt 

to the impacts of a 

changing climate

Adaptation and resilience

• Changes to forest management and 
silvicultural practices including 
harvesting regimes

• Changes to prescribed burns 
including mechanical removal of fuel 
loads

• Incorporating knowledge of 
indigenous land management and 
cultural burning practices

• Research into species resilient to a 
changing climate and related risks

• Seed banks and seed sowing

Image: Chris Crerar



The way we consider climate-related risks has shifted

• Gradual: rising temperatures and sea level rise

• Acute: coastal erosion and floods

• Impact assets, services, natural values and industries

Physical 
Risks

• Increasing due to failure to mitigate, 
adapt to or disclose climate-related risks

Liability 
Risks

• From the shift to a lower carbon economy

• Can potentially reduce market prices for 
commodities and increase liability for stranded assets

Transitional 
Risks



All organisations, 

including 

government and 

business, must 

effectively consider 

and manage 

climate-related 

risks

Financial and liability 

risks

Climate change risks are not only 
environmental – they are also 
financial, with flow-on effects to 
the community

Increasing expectation from 
investors and insurers for:

• disclosure of climate-related 
risks

• greater transparency

• effective organisational 
mitigation and adaptation 
strategies

Recent developments

• Legal opinion - duty of care

• Taskforce on Climate–related 

Financial Disclosures - clear 
disclosure regarding climate-
related financial risk

• Australian Prudential 

Regulation Authority (APRA) -
climate risk is a current 
financial risk

• Australian Accounting 

Standards Board and the 

Auditing and Assurance 

Standards Board - consider 
climate-related risks 

• International rating agencies 
Moody’s and Standard and 

Poor’s assess how effectively 
Australian jurisdictions are 
managing climate change 
impacts 

• Centre for Policy Development 

- public authority directors are 
likely to owe a duty of care and 
diligence to consider climate-
related risks

• Global investment 
management corporation 
BlackRock: “every government, 
company, and shareholder 
must confront climate change”



Key elements of the 

Climate Change 

(State Action) 

Amendment Bill 

2021

Emissions Reduction Target: of net zero emissions, 
or lower, from 30 June 2030

Sector-based emissions reduction and resilience 

plans: to be developed in partnership with industry:

• transport

• agriculture

• waste

• energy

• industrial processes and product use

• land use, land use change and forestry

Statewide climate change risk assessment: inform 
future adaptation actions to build the State’s 
resilience to the impacts of climate change



Tasmanian 

Government – key 

climate change 

priorities

• Amending Tasmania’s climate change legislation

• Development of Tasmania’s next climate change 
action plan

• Electric Vehicle Government Fleet Target

• Electric Vehicle ChargeSmart grants program

• Emissions Reduction Loan Scheme

• Business Resource Efficiency Program



www. recf i t . tas . gov. au

www. c l imatechange.tas . go v. au


